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Home Town Tour: Elvis and Faulkner to HGTV     

Oxford, New Albany, Tupelo, Columbus, Laurel, Hattiesburg 

The legacies of Mississippians like literary titan William Faulkner, king of rock ‘n’ roll Elvis Presley and 

father of country music Jimmie Rodgers come alive in tours of their homes and the towns where they 

lived. Visit the home where Faulkner wrote his famous novels and the shop where Elvis got his first 

guitar. Next, take in the people and places which inspired HGTV's hit show "Home Town," in Laurel. 

Other towns and attractions include Columbus, the birthplace of playwright Tennessee Williams, New 

Albany and Hattiesburg before ending in Biloxi. 

Thursday, March 15 Southaven to Oxford, MS 

You'll find "South of the Ordinary" – otherwise known as DeSoto County – in a lovely corner of Northwest 

Mississippi, just minutes from Memphis, Tennessee. 

Arrival and Transportation Instructions from Memphis International Airport: 

Once you have gathered your baggage, please exit the baggage claim area. Look for a friendly 

face holding a sign imprinted with your name and Visit Desoto County. You will be transported 

to the Courtyard by Marriott in Southaven, Mississippi. 

For those of you arriving on Wednesday, March 14, you will receive an additional email with 

arrival instructions. 

Your Visit Mississippi escort for this FAM is Coral Radican, and your Visit DeSoto County host is 

Kim Terrell. 

Coral’s cell 601-951-9388 

Kim’s cell 901-870-3578 

Hospitality Suite at   Courtyard by Marriott 

    7225 Sleepy Hollow Drive, Southaven, MS 38671 

    662-996-1480 

 

 3:45 pm  Meet in lobby with luggage to board bus 

    

 4:00 pm  Depart Southaven for Oxford 

 5:15 pm  Arrive Oxford 

Oxford is famous as a haven for writers and artists and is home to several engaging cultural sights. 

Though it’s full of small town charm, it also is the location of the University of Mississippi, which gives the 

town a lively college demographic. This translates to a vibrant music scene and great, rather eclectic 

dining options too. Oxford also has one of the nation’s most famous independent bookstores, Square 

Books. 
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Check in at The Graduate Hotel 

400 N. Lamar Blvd. 

662-234-3031 

 

The Graduate Oxford – where your intellectual curiosity meets your favorite place to stay. 
Graduate Oxford is prominently located on The Square, the cultural and historic hub of the city 
center, and just about a mile from Ole Miss campus. Cozy up in our 3,000 square foot lobby stacked 
floor to ceiling with vintage reads, comfy seating and a chic lounge bar, set atop a wash of pink wire-
brushed oak stained floors.  
 

6:15 pm  Meet in lobby to board bus 

 

 6:30 pm  Driving tour on Double Decker Bus 

Driving tour of historic sites in Oxford and the University of MS on the Double Decker bus with Oxford 

resident, Mac Monteith, departing from Graduate Oxford, Double Decker bus to drop off at Ajax Diner. 

  

7:30 pm  Dinner at Ajax Diner 

    118 Courthouse Square 

 

Dinner at Ajax Diner with the menu ranging from fried catfish plates to Eli Manning’s favorite sandwich 

“The Big Easy”, your belly will be full and happy from the soul food served up daily. 

 

 9:00 pm  Free Time in Square  

After dinner explore the Oxford Square for live music, an after-dinner drink or late book shopping and 

coffee at Square Books (160 Courthouse Square) 

Friday, March 16 Oxford to Tupelo, MS 

8:30 am Meet in lobby with luggage to board bus and check out 

8:45 am Travel to the University Museum University Ave. and 5th Ave  

9:00 am Breakfast 

Coffee and pastries from Bottletree Bakery at the University Museum with a tour to follow.  

10:15 am  Rowan Oak 

   916 Old Taylor Road 

 

Explore the nooks and crannies of Rowan Oak, home of Nobel Prize-winning author, William Faulkner. 

 

 11:00 am  Depart Oxford for New Albany 

 11:45 am  Arrive New Albany 

Visit this small northern Mississippi town located on the scenic Tallahatchie River. Nicknamed ‘the 

gateway to the Tanglefoot Trail’, New Albany is the starting point of Mississippi’s longest Rails to Trails 

path and recent winner of USA Today’s Reader’s Choice Best Southern Small Town. 

 12:30 pm  Depart New Albany for Tupelo 

https://www.graduatehotels.com/oxford/around-town/
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1:00 pm  Arrive Tupelo 

Tupelo, birthplace of Elvis Presley, is a dynamic Southern city easily accessible by Interstate 22 and 

Highway 45, and the historic Natchez Trace Parkway. Located in the center of the Mississippi Hills region, 

Tupelo can serve as the hub of a tour exposing you to music, world-class literary sites, Civil War history 

and American architecture. 

   Lunch and tour Elvis Presley Birthplace 

   306 Elvis Presley Drive 

 

Begin your Elvis experience as you visit the two room house where he was born, the church of his 

childhood and the museum and park honoring the King of Rock n’ Roll. 

 

4:00 pm  Travel to Tupelo Hardware 

 

 4:15 pm  Tour Tupelo Hardware 

114 West Main Street 

 

Tupelo Hardware is famously known as the store "where Gladys Presley bought her son's first guitar." 

 

5:00 pm  Travel to Fairfield Inn & Suites 

   3070 Tom Watson Drive 

   662-680-6798 

 

6:45 pm  Depart Fairfield Inn & Suites 

7:00 pm  Arrive Tupelo Automobile Museum 

   1 Otis Drive 

 

Enjoy dinner and live music as you view more than 100 antique, classic and collectible automobiles. 

Saturday, March 17 Tupelo to Hattiesburg, MS 

 7:00 am  Breakfast at your leisure at hotel 

 7:30 am  Meet in lobby with luggage to board bus 

7:45 am Depart Tupelo for Columbus 

9:00 am Arrive Columbus 

Columbus offers the perfect destination for anyone who appreciates warm hospitality, classic Southern 

architecture, beautiful surroundings, good food and a friendly atmosphere. Columbus provided 

inspiration for Pulitzer Prize winner and native son Tennessee Williams.  

    Guided Tour of the Tennessee Williams Home and Welcome Center 

    300 Main Street 

 

10:00 am  Driving tour on the Double Decker Bus 
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11:00 am Jazz Brunch at Whitehall 

607 Third Street South 

 

This stately mansion, circa 1843, exhibits six paneled square columns at the edge of a wooden porch. 

Inside, heart pine floors and handsome woodwork provide the background for a collection of 18th and 

19th century antiques. Whitehall served as a hospital for Confederate Soldiers during the Civil War. 

12:30 pm  Tour Visit Columbus office 

1:00 pm  Depart Columbus for Laurel, MS 

3:30 pm Arrive Laurel 

Laurel is a quintessential small Southern town, and HGTV’s Erin and Ben Napier are working to preserve 

the close-knit charm defining their community. Laurel’s Main Street is the perfect place to experience 

that sense of community.  

 Tour Lauren Rogers Museum of Art 

 65 N. Fifth Avenue 

 

The Lauren Rogers Museum of Art offers thought-provoking exhibitions and stunning collection of silver, 

American art, European art and Japanese woodblock prints. 

 

5:00 pm Walking Tour 

 

Meet Erin and Ben and stroll along city streets as they showcase their work on home renovations 

featured on HGTV’s HomeTown. 

 

6:00 pm  Dinner at the Rogers-Green House 

 Corner of Fifth Avenue and Seventh Street 

 

Listed on the National Register of Historic Places as a pivotal structure in the Laurel Historic District, the 

Rogers-Green House is highly significant in terms of its age and its architecture. Outstanding features 

include original Tiffany light fixtures and extensive leaded glass windows. 

 

7:30 pm  Depart Laurel for Hattiesburg 

 

8:00 pm Arrive Hattiesburg 

 

Hattiesburg is a university city with roots as deep as its oaks and a culture steeped in history, perfectly 

balanced with a youthful and welcoming vibe. From the bustling live music and culinary scenes to the 

art-filled galleries and military museums, this city invites you to come craft your own adventure. 

 

    Check in to Residence Inn by Marriott 

    116 Grand Drive 

    601-264-9202 
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Sunday, March 18  Hattiesburg to Biloxi, MS 

 

 9:15 am  Meet in lobby with luggage to board bus 

 

9:30 am  Depart Hotel 

 

10:00 am  Brunch at Purple Parrot Café 

   3810 Hardy Street 

 

The Purple Parrot Café has been named the best fine dining restaurant in Mississippi and has just 

received its sixth Four-Diamond rating from the AAA Travel Guide. 

 

Join owner Robert St. John as he hosts and delights with tales from his 40 plus years in the restaurant 

business. St. John is a restauranteur, chef, columnist and author. His newest cookbook collaboration with 

watercolorist Wyatt Waters is titled A Mississippi Palate. 

 

11:30 am  Depart Hattiesburg for Biloxi 

 

 1:00 pm  Arrive in Biloxi 

    Mississippi Coast Convention Center 

2350 Beach Boulevard 

 

Pick up Travel South Showcase Registration Packet 

 

1:30 pm  Return to bus and travel to 

Beau Rivage Resort 

     875 Beach Boulevard 

228-386-7111 
 

 


