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Birthplace of America’s Music Tour      

Tunica, Clarksdale, Cleveland, Indianola, Greenwood, Meridian, Hattiesburg 

Mississippi is widely considered the Birthplace of America’s Music, the one place where visitors can 

trace the blues, rock ‘n’ roll and country to their roots. This tour follows Highway 61, the “blues 

highway,” through the Mississippi Delta where the blues originated, and then visits Meridian, home of 

the father of country music, Jimmie Rogers. There, you’ll tour his namesake museum and the new 

Mississippi Arts & Entertainment Experience. This tour also visits the interactive GRAMMY Museum® 

Mississippi, the B.B. King Museum and much more. 

Thursday, March 15 Southaven to Oxford, MS 

You'll find "South of the Ordinary" – otherwise known as DeSoto County – in a lovely corner of Northwest 

Mississippi, just minutes from Memphis, Tennessee. 

Arrival and Transportation Instructions from Memphis International Airport: 

Once you have gathered your baggage, please exit the baggage claim area. Look for a friendly 

face holding a sign imprinted with your name and Visit Desoto County. You will be transported 

to the Courtyard by Marriott in Southaven, Mississippi. 

For those of you arriving on Wednesday, March 14, you will receive an additional email with 

arrival instructions. 

Your Visit Mississippi escort for this FAM is Paula Travis, and your Visit DeSoto County host is 

Kim Terrell. 

Paula’s cell 601-573-6295 

Kim’s cell 901-870-3578 

Hospitality Suite at   Courtyard by Marriott 

    7225 Sleepy Hollow Drive, Southaven, MS 38671 

    662-996-1480 

     

 3:45pm   Meet in lobby with luggage to board bus 

4:00 pm  Depart Southaven for Tunica 

 4:30 pm  Arrive Tunica 

Nearby casino gaming attractions only add to the excitement in Tunica, where the U.S. Highway 61 

marker on the Mississippi Blues Trail lets visitors know they’re traveling the world-famous blues highway. 
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Tour Gateway to the Blues Museum 

    13625 Highway 61 North 

    Tunica Resorts, MS  

    662-363-3800 

 

Tunica is home to the Gateway to the Blues Visitors Center and Museum, a must-stop landmark as 

visitors enter the Mississippi Delta. Get the lowdown on events, restaurants and more in this rustic, circa 

1895 train depot.  

 

5:30 pm  Dinner at Blue & White Café 

   1355 Highway 61 

 

 

The famous, locally owned Blue & White has served Southern diner dishes since 1924, and some of the 

staff have been there as long as 40 years. Learn some local history at the restaurant, which has also 

served as a Greyhound bus stop, newsstand and service station through the years.  

   

7:00 pm  Depart Tunica for Clarksdale 

7:30 pm  Arrive Clarksdale 

Home of the famed Crossroads and an enormous amount of blues lore, Clarksdale’s culture was formed 

as a key farming and trading center, and a central point for migration into and out of the Delta during 

the early 20th century.  

Check-in at Various Local Lodging 

   Clark House, Five & Dime Lofts, Squeeze Box and Delta Diggs 

   (all lodging is in downtown Clarksdale) 

 

Whether you stay at the fun and funky, ground-level Squeeze Box and Delta Diggs, the modern Five & 

Dime Lofts or the residential Clark House bed and breakfast, alternative lodging is a great way to enjoy 

your stay in Clarksdale. 

 

 8:00 pm  Late Night fun at Ground Zero Blues Club 

    387 Delta Avenue 

 

Located at the center of the blues, Ground Zero Blues Club celebrates the region’s music heritage with an 

authentic juke-joint vibe. Co-owned by Academy Award-winning actor and Mississippi native Morgan 

Freeman, Ground Zero serves a full menu of Southern culinary staples alongside live music.  
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Friday, March 16  Clarksdale to Greenwood, MS 

 7:45 am  Bus to pick up those at Clark House and deliver to Yazoo Pass 

Those staying in all other locations, meet in front of Yazoo Pass with 

luggage 

     

8:00 am  Breakfast at Yazoo Pass 

    207 Yazoo Avenue 

 

Located downtown in the historic Woolworth building, Yazoo Pass Espresso bar, bistro and bakery invites 

you to dine in a warm and cozy atmosphere. 

8:45 am  Delta Blues Museum 

   1 North Edwards Avenue 

 

The Delta Blues Museum is the oldest music museum in the state. Since its creation, the Delta Blues 

Museum has preserved, interpreted, and encouraged a deep interest in the story of the blues. A must see 

on your Blues journey. 

 

 9:45am   Board Bus 

10:00 am  Depart Clarksdale for Cleveland 

    Visit Crossroads of Hwy. 49 & 61 

This is "The Crossroads," the location where the legend says blues musician Robert Johnson sold his soul 

to the Devil for the ability to play a mean guitar. Located at the corner of Highway 61 ("The Blues 

Highway") and Highway 49 in Clarksdale, MS, this is a definite photo stop for any follower of the blues. 

 

11:00 am Arrive Cleveland 

Cleveland is home to a hip community of young college students and artists who are keeping this Delta 

rail and farming town’s historical cultural scene fun and fresh. 

Tour Grammy Museum Mississippi 

800 W. Sunflower Road 

 

In the first GRAMMY Museum outside of Los Angeles, learn the connections Mississippi musicians have to 

the industry’s most prestigious award and popular music worldwide. Songwriting pods allow visitors to 

get hands-on among displays showcasing music memorabilia. 

12:15 pm  Board Bus 
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12:30 pm  Family Style Lunch at Delta Meat Market 

   118 N. Sharpe Avenue 

 

Food means fellowship at Delta Meat Market, where Cleveland native and seasoned chef Cole Ellis 

prepares meals that satisfy more than the appetite.  

  

1:30 pm Depart Cleveland for Dockery 

 Visit Dockery Plantation 

Early blues legends Charley Patton, Robert Johnson, Howlin’ Wolf and more called Dockery home during 

the early 20th century, when blues music developed and spread across the region, and eventually the 

world. A Mississippi Blues Trail marker sets the scene for life on the farm. 

 2:00 pm  Depart Dockery for Indianola 

 2:45 pm  Arrive Indianola 

Known worldwide as the home of B.B. King, Indianola is also the home of another member of the Delta’s 

royal “family”—Albert King (no relation), a master of blues guitar player in his own right.   

Visit B.B. King Museum & Delta Interpretive Center 

400 Second Street 

 

The B.B. King Museum and Delta Interpretive Center in Indianola tells the story of the blues movement’s 

biggest star, as well as the culture and context in which he became a world-famous entertainer. 

 4:30 pm  Depart Indianola for Greenwood 

 5:15 pm  Arrive Greenwood 

From luxurious spa and hotel amenities to spacious fields of cotton and a diverse culture, Greenwood is a 

center of Delta life. The city even charmed Hollywood, serving as the setting for most of the scenes in the 

hit movie, “The Help.” 

Check-in at The Alluvian 

318 Howard Street 

662-453-2114 

 

Named for the alluvial plain that makes the Delta so fertile, the Alluvian Hotel and Spa offer 

cosmopolitan luxury in a boutique setting, right in the heart of the Mississippi Delta. 

 

 6:00 pm  Cooking demonstration and dinner at Viking Training Center 

    101 Main Street 

 

Participate in a professional cooking demonstration on premier Viking Range equipment and then enjoy 

the meal at a special dinner. Foodies will love the hands-on experience with a master chef. 
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 8:00 pm  Optional Social Hour at Giardina’s Restaurant Bar 

    314 Howard Street 

 

Enjoy a night cap from extensive wine, beer and liquor collections at Giardina’s, founded in 1936. The 

restaurant and bar are conveniently connected to the Alluvian Hotel. 

 

Saturday, March 17  Greenwood to Hattiesburg, MS 

7:00 am Breakfast Buffet at your leisure  

 Top floor of the Alluvian 

 

8:00 am Meet in lobby with luggage to board bus 

 

8:15 am Depart Alluvian 

 

8:30 am Visit Robert Johnson’s Gravesite and Blues Trail Marker 

Robert Johnson was one of the most influential bluesmen of all time. During his short life, he recorded 

songs that are still performed by artists such as Eric Clapton and The Rolling Stones. Although 

circumstances surrounding his death are mysterious, Johnson is thought to be buried here. 

9:00 am Depart Greenwood for Meridian 

11:45 am Arrive Meridian 

Meridian soared during the timber and rail booms and continues to thrive, creating a legacy that 

includes Jimmie Rodgers, often called the Father of Country Music. Today, Meridian is a cultural center 

for the performing arts. 

Lunch and Live Music at Weidmann’s Restaurant 

210 22nd Avenue 

 

Generations have enjoyed the cuisine at Weidmann’s, a local institution founded in 1870, where 

specialties like shrimp and grits, the muffaletta and fried green tomatoes show the range of regional 

influences. 

1:00 pm Visit Crooked Letter 

 Corner of Front Street and 22nd Avenue 

 

Crooked Letter marketplace has curated handcrafted goods, from artisans across Mississippi, creating a 

hub for unique artwork, pottery, jewelry, food and more. 

1:30 pm Tour of MAX with live music 

 2155 Front Street 

 

An introductory look at the new Mississippi Arts & Entertainment Experience (MAX)—opening April 2018 

to celebrate the state’s musicians, actors, writers and other creative artists—will feature Britt Gully, 

performing in character as Meridian native Jimmie Rodgers. 
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2:30 pm Tour of MSU Riley Center and live music 

 2200 5th Street 

 

A performing arts center, a conference center, an educational center, a major downtown restoration 

project – these are all accurate ways to describe the MSU Riley Center. Located in the heart of 

downtown, the center includes a fully restored 1889 grand opera house. 

3:30 pm Depart Meridian for Hattiesburg 

5:00 pm Arrive Hattiesburg 

Hattiesburg is a university city with roots as deep as its oaks and a culture steeped in history, perfectly 

balanced with a youthful and welcoming vibe. From the bustling live music and culinary scenes to the 

art-filled galleries and military museums, this city invites you to come craft your own adventure. 

 

    Check in to Residence Inn by Marriott 

    116 Grand Drive 

    601-264-9202 

 

 6:00 pm  Depart hotel for Camp Shelby 

    2500 Jackson Avenue 

 

 6:30 pm  Dinner, entertainment and museum tour 

    Mississippi Armed Forces Museum 

     

The Armed Forces Museum serves as the military history museum for the State of Mississippi. Located 

approximately 12 miles south of Hattiesburg, at Camp Shelby Joint Forces Training Center, this museum 

honors the servicemen and women of all branches from Mississippi and others who received training in 

Mississippi during times of war. 

  

Sunday, March 18  Hattiesburg to Biloxi, MS 

9:15 am  Meet in lobby with luggage to board bus 

 

9:30 am  Depart Hotel 

 

10:00 am  Brunch at Purple Parrot Café 

   3810 Hardy Street 

 

The Purple Parrot Café has been named the best fine dining restaurant in Mississippi and has just 

received its sixth Four-Diamond rating from the AAA Travel Guide. 

 

Join owner Robert St. John as he hosts and delights with tales from his 40 plus years in the restaurant 

business. St. John is a restauranteur, chef, columnist and author. His newest cookbook collaboration with 

watercolorist Wyatt Waters is titled A Mississippi Palate. 
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11:30 am  Depart Hattiesburg for Biloxi 

 

 1:00 pm  Arrive in Biloxi 

    Mississippi Coast Convention Center 

2350 Beach Boulevard 

 

Pick up Travel South Showcase Registration Packet 

 

1:30 pm  Return to bus and travel to 

Beau Rivage Resort 

     875 Beach Boulevard 

228-386-7111 
 


