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WILL AINSWORTH,
LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR,
STATE OF ALABAMA

Allow me to wish you the best of luck and loads of fun and excitement during your journey on Alabama’s
fabled Robert Trent Jones Golf Trail.

As an avid and lifelong golfer, | have played many of the courses on the Trail and can offer firsthand
testimony that every aspect of your game will be tested. The RTJ Trail’s Fighting Joe course in Muscle Shoals
and the Ross Bridge course in Birmingham, for example, both rank in the Top 10 longest courses in the world,
and demand booming but precise drives. The Senator course in Prattville, on the other hand, will require you
to adjust your game to the rolling, links style play of Scotland and Britain.

In addition to challenging play, our courses also offer you great beauty. Standing atop the towering tee
box on the first hole of the Senator course with our majestic State Capitol Building, Montgomery skyline, and
meandering Alabama River spread out before you will certainly reinforce your love for the great game of golf.

| am confident that once you have played just a course or two, you will firmly understand why the PGA,
LPGA, WEB.com Tour, and Symetra Tour have each held tournaments to test their professionals’ skills on the
Robert Trent Jones Golf Trail.

While in Alabama, | encourage you to also enjoy the history and hospitality that we offer. From the USS
Alabama Battleship in Mobile to the U.S. Space and Rocket Center in Huntsville, our state provides you
hundreds of unique historic sites to visit, and our dining opportunities range from delicious country-cooking
and barbecue joints to the finest Michelin-starred restaurants.

Once you have visited Alabama and played the RTJ Golf Trail, it is my hope that you will come back again
and again and encourage your friends and family to travel here, as well.

May your drives be long and your three-putts be few,

Will Ainsworth
Lieutenant Governor
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Ridge No. 4 at Oxmoor Valley

B Love LEmERs T ALABAMA: 200 LUXURY LODGING - 30 WELCOME HOME
THE RT) GOLF TRAILFROMATO Z 1 ALONG THE TRAIL With two residential communities, you can
Opened 28 years ago, learn interesting tips Some of the country’s top luxury hotels experience the Trail all year long.
on playing and exploring the Trail from a are on the Trail. Get some R&R in these 1
national golf travel writer. eight hotels and resorts. 34 PROFESSIONAL PLAY
1 | The Trail has hosted professional golf for
1 4 GRAND GOLF & TRADITIONS 26 CHEERS the past 22 years. Here is a recap of the
ALONG MOBILE BAY Bartenders from the RTJ Resort Collection ! three tournaments in 2019 and dates for
Opened in 1847, the Grand Hotel Golf Resort properties share insights on what to order 2020 events.
& Spa completed a massive renovation to its 1 and where to go.
courses and the entire resort. 36 A VISITOR’S GUIDE
28 ALABAMA'S  TOTHETRAILL
INTERNATIONAL ARTIST A detailed guide and map to all 11 sites
Praised internationally for his unique style, on the Robert Trent Jones Golf Trail.

this acclaimed artist from Alabama simply
goes by one name, Nall.

,,,,,,,,,,, Ross Bridge | Golf landscape photography throughout by Michael Clemmer. ..
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Robert Trent Jones, Sr.

LOVE LETTERS
ALABAMA

ROBERT TRENT JONES GOLF TRAIL EXPERIENCE FROM A10Z

BY ERIC HART
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If a picture is worth a thousand words, I've got a few pictures for you—
pictures of love in the form of LOVE LETTERS to Alabama. I've been a
travel and leisure writer for over a decade, and first met Alabama seven
years ago. Man, she was something, a true “southern belle,” courteous,
kind, generous, and oh so beautiful...unforgettable in every good and
perfect way—it was love at first, second, and every successive sight.
I've written a lot about her the past seven years—some eighty stories
and over 140,000 words—on everything | love, and everything | think
you'd love about her too. She loves the outdoors—mountains, lakes, the
soft sandy shores of The Gulf—and golf. Boy, does she love golf! She
took me on a tour of the world famous Robert Trent Jones Golf Trail—we
visited all eleven sites, saw all 26 courses, and played 378 of the 468
holes. It was...wow...pure wow! It's hard to find the words. In fact, it’s
hard to adequately summarize Alabama’s impression on me in general. ..
might even be impossible. But, if you'll oblige me, I'd love to share some

highlights on Alabama and the Trail—listed alphabetically from A to Z.
Get to know her a little, and | believe you'll love her a lot.

The famous 2,200-mile
trickles out of Georgia's Chattahoochee National
Forest into northeast Alabama where it spills over
colorful foothills and into the rivers, lakes, and
waterfalls of Talladega National Forest. Where that
trail officially stops and starts is open to loose
geographical interpretation but, essentially, where
the Appalachian Trail ends the Robert Trent Jones
Golf Trail begins, and the “father of modern golf
course architecture” left Alabama residents and
guests with an impressive portfolio of golf work that
significantly stands out among the rest of the
state’s standout beauty.

On the southern side of the state, the

is one of the Robert Trent
Jones Golf Trail's eleven signature sites. Mr. Jones,
who designed over 300 courses in 45 states and 29
countries, considered the Grand National property
the single greatest golf site he'd ever seen, and

Lake Saugahatchee. The Links Course emphasizes
challenging fun, with a dozen holes on the water and
wetlands. The Lake Course emphasizes beautiful

hole in the lake, the signature 3-par 15th. And the
Short Course is a stellar collection of 3-pars just

begging for an ace. | was happy to oblige. A popular

host hotel for hundreds of annual golf groups, the
Marriott features great food and multiple pools not
far from Auburn University.
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It's spelled all four ways in Alabama and it doesn’t
really matter which is correct. ..
Carnivores

+ sure don’t care, we just want to eat the meat, and

© Alabama’s world-class smokers are happy to oblige
+ the masses with massive quantities of perfectly

+ prepared chicken, beef, and pork. My “little black
* BBQ book” is packed with “finger-licking favorites”
* like Bob Sykes in Bessemer, and 2014 World BBQ

© Champion Big Bob Gibson’s in Decatur.

Not far from the stellar Bay Barbecue in Mobile,

is a unique and

*historic Marriott with a massive rooftop pool and
© verandah offering spectacular city and Mobile River
© views. Treat yourself to a treatment at their full-

" service spa, please your palette at any of their three
dining establishments, tell secrets to the Whispering
Arches, or walk down the street for a bit and a bite
' at The Blind Mule.
built three courses along the shores of the 600-acre

© and the largest city in Alabama, with a population of
roughly 220,000 and the easy-access Shuttleworth
" International Airport. Many a golf trip on the Trail
risks, with another eleven holes on the lake and one
by some of Birmingham’s Best BBQ—the “Meat

" Three-Peat” at Saw’s, Saw’s Juke Joint, and Saw’s

is 250 miles north of Mobile

begins and ends there, and many a mind is blown

Soul Kitchen.

Almost exactly halfway between Birmingham and
Mobile, is another stop

+ on the Trail, with four nine-hole courses, and one of
- America’s most dramatic driving ranges. The three

+ full-length nines — Canyon, Sherling, and Loblolly

+ — are some of the Trail’s prettiest and toughest

- courses, with water everywhere, dramatic elevation

+ changes, and wild green complexes. Super fun as

+ those three nines are, they're scarcely as fun as the
+ Short nine, pinched between a chiseled rock ridge

+ and the shimmering Sherling Lake. | call the property
+ exhaustingly exhilarating. Golf Digest calls it “One of
+ America’s 40 Best Value” golf facilities.

The Robert Trent Jones Golf Trail would not exist
without the original vision from
‘ , unquestionably one of golf's greatest
+ pioneers. The former Minnesota native moved to
+ Alabama to move literal mountains, transforming
+ the state into a golf mecca that not only defied
+ all precedents but established one that has
+ never again been matched. The collection of Trail
golf—short courses, incredible practice facilities,
- and championship designs from 4,700 to 8,200
+ yards—directly benefits the Retirement Systems
- of Alabama and every golfer of every age and skill
+ level who comes to play. Best of all, the Trail is
+ relatively unaffected by winter, with courses pretty
+ much playable (and snow-free) 365 days, five
+ hours, 48 minutes and 46 seconds a year, and
+ longer on leap years.

America’s greatest Short Course may very well be the
13-hole Preserve in Bandon, Oregon, but “America’s
+ Greatest Collection of ¥
+ is undoubtedly in Alabama on the Trail. What Robert
+ Trent Jones, Sr. accomplished on his “long” courses
+ is quite commendable. What he accomplished
+ with his incredibly fun short courses is nearly
incomprehensible. Mr. Jones built four 18-hole short
+ courses (at Grand National, Hampton Cove, Magnolia
+ Grove, and Oxmoor Valley) and three 9-hole short
+ courses (at Cambrian Ridge, Highland Oaks, and
+ Silver Lakes). In all, that means there is an awesome
+ abbreviated play option at seven of the
‘ . Robert Trent Jones, Sr. made quite
+ a splash with these hits. The rest of us make a
+ splash with our misses on them.

It’s all about the numbers. .. these two numbers:
and
. Five Hundred
+ Thousand golfers visit the Trail each year. Half a
million. Each and every year. That number isn't
decreasing. If anything, as more people discover
. the remarkable stay and play and play and play



values, that number is only increasing. The other
number—468—that’s how many golf holes are on
the Robert Trent Jones Golf Trail. If you're a master
itinerant with a bit of a crazy streak, you can play
them, all of them, on one trip. If you're a tad more
reasonable, you can cover them in multiple trips.
However you go about it, the goal should be the
same—"Play them all.”

Few spots are more alluring and leisurely rewarding
than the Marriott Autograph Collection’s

in Point
Clear. Featuring 550 acres of boardwalk-lined
property directly on Mobile Bay, the resort also offers
indoor and outdoor pools, a water park, spa, fitness
center, stunning boardwalk, and 36 holes of Robert
Trent Jones Golf across the street at The Lakewood
Club. The semi-private Lakewood has two 18-hole
championship courses designed by Perry Maxwell

M

+that joined the Trail in 2005. The courses alternate

between member and public play daily, and while
the Azalea Course is a powerful draw, considering it
is basically brand new coming off a 2019 renovation,

many contend the front nine on the Dogwood Course

is one of the Trail’s five best nines. NOTE: The
Lakewood Club hosts the 59th U.S. Senior Women'’s

. Amateur Championship September 12-17, 2020.

In Point Clear, you're only 30 miles southeast of the
great Trail golf at Magnolia Grove in Mobile, but

. you're also only 180 miles southwest of another

36-hole Trail site at in
Dothan. Highland Oaks has four nine-hole courses.

The Highlands, Magnolia, and Marshwood nines are !

quite scenic, and the Short nine is quite fun, with

. daunting water carries and wild greens.

From the southeast to the northeast we go, from
Highland Oaks to . Locally known

Dr. David G. Bronner

+as the “Barbecue Capital of Alabama” Huntsville

deserves way more credit than that. With fifty BBQ

" joints in town (on last count)—roughly one stop per
+ 3,900 residents—it seriously merits consideration

as the “Barbecue Capital of America.” The quantity

+of offerings is significant, but not more significant

than the incredible consistency of the quality. Short

. of listing all fifty restaurants, I'll say Melvin’s Place,

Pig N Out, The Chuckwagon, and Boarhog's, all are

: great places to start. Just do yourself a favor and

. don’t count calories. If you want to count something,
count on playing the 54 golf holes at the Trail's

‘ ,just 10 miles from Huntsville.

The River Course, along the Flint River, is the flattest
course on the Trail, without a single bunker. The
Highlands Course has tons of dramatic views and
elevation changes, with a cool rustic mule barn on
No. 5. And the 18-hole Short Course can get pretty
wet and wild, with water in play on 11 holes.
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No. 9 at Ross Bridge




The were a pair of
blast furnaces that operated near the Trail’s current
Oxmoor Valley site back in the 1860’s. While the golf
facility wasn't built then, it was built there later, on
former mining land, a resourceful conversion by Mr.
Jones. Equally resourceful, Alabama is the only state

in the U.S. that doesn’t have to import any resources !

to make iron. And golfers can buy irons here. Win, win.

| can’t imagine a jury would deliberate much on the
greatness of golf in Alabama—the verdict seems
unanimously in the state’s favor—but | know for
certain that all deliberation comes to rest when
you meet .Judge and jury meet the

executioner on the first tee, where the killer tee shot

is easily the most dramatic opening moment in
Alabama golf, and the rest of the property doesn't
dip in drama much from there. The 1,500-acre
Robert Trent Jones Golf Trail site at Capitol Hill sits
just outside the state capital, and God pounds his
gavel of stunning natural beauty into your head on
literally every hole. With three 18-hole courses—

Judge, Senator, and Legislator—the 54-hole property

peaks and plummets along the Alabama River and
adjacent the Montgomery Marriott Prattville Hotel—
a most convenient stay and play partner. The Judge is
“U.S. Open host worthy,” already challenging without
the USGA's help, and featuring 14 holes on the
water. The Legislator is tough as well, a bit tighter,
and swampier, but not any less entertaining. And
the Scottish-Links style Senator is many a player’s
favorite, more wide-open, but with 160 pot bunkers,
and therefore far from a pushover. The Senator hosts
the Symetra Tour’s Guardian Championship each
year, and a Korn Ferry Tour event. The capital city
of Alabama may not have as much great BBQ as
Huntsville, but it still has spectacular options like
Fat Boy's and Urban Cookhouse.

If you were jumping up and down just now, worried
that I'd left a great Montgomery BBQ stop off my
list, don’t worry...I've got it covered.

on South Court Street is easily
one of Alabama’s best meat markets, complete
with a chalkboard menu and some of the world’s
friendliest owners, specializing in amazing ribs,
chicken, and Southern sides. Save room for the
pound cake, assuming there’s some left.

Whatever it is that you
there’s no denying that everyone is drawn, in one
way or another, to the . The Robert Trent
Jones Golf Trail has tons of lakes of its own—from
Lees Lake adjacent Silver Lakes Golf Course to The

most about Alabama,

Lakewood Club, and lovely lakes on the courses like

Lake Saugahatchee at Grand National, Sherling
Lake at Cambrian Ridge, and Wheelless Lake at
Highland Oaks. Off the Trail, but never far from it,
other lakes impress like Guntersville Lake, Lewis
Smith Lake, Wheeler Lake, and Lake Martin, with its
cool replica of the Plymouth Lighthouse.

It's a little known fact that
actually began in Mobile, Alabama. Everyone
+ thinks it began in Louisiana. Not so. In Alabama
+ they refer to it as “Carnival” and it is celebrated
here from November to February every year. If you're
+down here for the real Mardi Gras, you might as
well golf and Mobile has a spectacular Trail site
- at . With two full-length
+ courses—rFalls and Crossings—and a thrilling
+18-hole Short course that Go/f Digest once labeled
+ “The Best Par-3 Course in America” you'll find plenty
+ to celebrate in Mobile. The Falls is the only Par 71
+course on the Trail. The Crossings is a popular LPGA
+ Tour host with unigue crushed-oyster shell waste
areas and some pretty cool wooden bridges.

Alabama is a state rich in football history, with a
legacy built on championship teams and coaches
like Paul William “Bear” Bryant (25 years, 6
national championships) and, more recently,

‘ —the University of Alabama

- football coach, in Tuscaloosa since 2007 (5
national championships so far at Alabama).

Rising from the ashes of a former steel-mine, the
Robert Trent Jones Golf Trail's
. sits just a few miles outside Birmingham, and just
" two miles from another Trail site at Renaissance
" Ross Bridge. Oxmoor Valley features two full-length
" courses and an 18-hole short course. It's hard to
" describe The Ridge Course as anything other than
“a rollercoaster” given the dramatic 150 feet of
© elevation changes and turbulent green complexes
carved into remarkable limestone structures. The
* Valley Course is equally moving with more landscape

© highlights and more water, and the Short Course

© cleverly lets you use almost every club in the bag,
and a camera if you have one along.

Practice more, play better...that’s the general rule
of thought, and the magnificent spreads of land
+ given to the Trail's
show that they were anything but an afterthought
in Dr. Bronner's master plan. He didn't just want
. to grow golf courses, he wanted to grow the game,

. and the incredible practice areas at Oxmoor Valley

(and throughout the Trail) let you work on every
aspect of your game on your own, or with help from
a highly qualified instructor.

From Instructors to highly Qualified
Professionals and Managers at every stop, the
Robert Trent Jones Golf Trail is one finely tuned,
extremely in-sync operation. Few things on the Trail
impress more than the consistency in service and
attention to detail, both inside the clubhouses and
out on the courses. That is remarkable
to say the least, and commendable on any scale,
but especially on one with the of golf
facilities, courses, and holes like this one.

The single biggest golf endeavor in the history of the
world was the
— no kidding—a science project of greater

. proportion and imagination than anything Newton,
. Bell, or Einstein ever produced individually, or
. collectively for that matter. Is that an exaggeration?

Maybe a little. What isn't an exaggeration is that
this project comprised of building 8 facilities and
378 golf holes simultaneously—more than 100
miles of golf course at one time. What did those
other geniuses ever achieve on that scale? That's
what | thought. Mr. Jones, often referred to as “Trent”

" so.as not to confuse him with the equally famous

: golfer, Bobby Jones, may have his name all over the
" courses and the state, but given that he was in his
' 80's when the work began, he wasn't able to do all

" the architectural designing alone. His senior project
: manager, Roger Rulewich, deserves a considerable
" amount of credit as the man driving all of Trent’s
architectural plans. The Trail fully expanded to 11

sites, 26 courses and 468 golf holes, and partnered
up with eight Marriott Resort hotels to form the

world’s largest golf resort. All but three of the Trail

sites have Marriott (or Renaissance) Hotels on-
site or nearby, and every Trail site is conveniently
linked via interstate highway. By every conceivable
standard, the science project of all science projects
was a success—a solid A+—and over 13 million
golfers have visited the global attraction so far.

Many, including myself and Golf Channel’s
Matt Ginella, consider the flagship hotel and golf
course of the Trail to be the

. Part of that has to do with
the “castle on the hill” appearance. Part of that is
the perfectly balanced indoor/outdoor vibes of the
place, ideal for couples, families, and individual
golfers alike. There isn't a Six Flags theme park in

. Alabama and they don't really need one. They have
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Short Course No. 4 at Silver Lakes

Renaissance Ross Bridge. The Renaissance has
multiple pools, a world-class spa, a piano bar at
JT's Lounge, fine dining at Brocks, and casual fares
and flair at The Clubhouse restaurant. It has a

golf course with a mammoth buried under the first
fairway (supposedly) and eighteen rollercoasters on
the course, each with varying heights of elevation
and exhilaration. The beauty of the lakes and
waterfalls dwarfs even the 8,191-yard course, and
the bow on the gift of the experience is the bagpiper
bidding adieu to the day at an impressively near-
perfect place.

The Renaissance brand is strongly represented
elsewhere on the Trail, in both Montgomery and
Mobile. The

offers spectacular views
of Mobile Bay and the fabulous Harbor Room
restaurant not far from the Mobile Convention
Center and the Magnolia Grove Trail site. The

has a fabulous European-style spa, and a 1,800-
seat Performing Arts Centre near the Alabama River
with shuttle service to the Trail's Capitol Hill site.

12 rtjgolf.com

One of the rare Trail sites without its own Marriott
or Renaissance is in Gadsden.
Because it appears as if the facility is sort of out
there on its own, many people overlook it. Big
mistake. Huge. Silver Lakes is a simple drive from
Birmingham, Huntsville, and Auburn/Opelika with
36 golf holes from three nines called Heartbreaker,
Mindbreaker, and Backbreaker, and my favorite
9-hole short course on the Trail. It's now a well-
known story that Silver Lakes was destroyed by an
EF4 tornado in 2011 and Trail management had to
decide whether or not to invest in bringing it back.
Bring it back they did, bigger and better than ever,
and many a Trail guest claims it among their favorite

. stops. In fact, the only thing more stunning than their

comeback story may be the incredible beauty of the
property. The place resonates “wow factor.”
Another place that resonates wow factor is the
Trail site at . Located in the far
northwest corner of the state in Florence and Muscle
Shoals, RTJ Shoals has two 18-hole courses only
11.5 miles from the incredible Marriott Shoals
Hotel & Spa and those two golf courses are almost
surreal. Fighting Joe was the first course built in

the United States over 8,000 yards at 8,092, and
The Schoolmaster (named after President Woodrow
Wilson), with a spectacular setting on the river,
might actually be the tougher course.

The gorgeous river | just referenced, that defines
many of the golf holes at The Shoals, is the

, and if you follow that
river west a few miles, you'll find the Wilson Dam
and beyond that one of the coolest hotels in the
South. The Marriott Shoals Hotel & Spa doesn’t just
sit on and overlook the Tennessee River, it towers
over it, with epic panoramic views from Alabama’s
only rotating restaurant—the 360 Grille—a
most luxurious of spa settings, and fun, relaxing
hangouts at the indoor pool, outdoor waterpark,
and one of my favorite bars anywhere—Swampers.
Turns out I'm not alone with those social
sentiments. Swampers Bar & Grille features photos
and memorabilia from musical celebrities who
recorded in Muscle Shoals including Bob Dylan,
Otis Redding, and Aretha Franklin. The bar features
live music nightly, and you never know who you
will see having drinks.
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| miss Alabama and the Trail every day. So many
great people. So many great values. And speaking
of values, few golf packages can touch the value of
the Trail's “Unlimited Golf Specials.”
The seasonal memberships are an absolute steal,

considering you can play all you want at 9 of the 11 !

sites for a remarkably low monthly rate (only Ross
Bridge and The Lakewood Club are excluded).

Dr. David Bronner’s partner for the massive Trail

project was \aughan.. Bobby Vaughan.

(Think “Bond. . James Bond”) Vaughn formed SunBelt '

Golf Corporation to develop, build, and operate the
original eight sites and eighteen original courses.
Then they added more. And more. And more. Using
a baseball analogy, they essentially hit back to back
grand slams, which is pretty hard to do.

Speaking of baseball, Alabama is the home state
of some of the game’s greatest—mega stars like
Willie Mays and Hank Aaron, as well as other
celebrities like Jesse Owens, Carl Lewis, Bo Jackson,
and Channing Tatum (a fact provided a bit too quickly
by my wife).

\Water Street in Mobile offers easy access
to the Port of Mobile, the city's convention center and
the Carnival Cruise terminal. Both the Battle House

. and Renaissance Riverview Plaza are located on
. this historic street. If you get a craving in Mobile for

raw oysters, the original \Wintzell’s Oyster
House is just a few blocks away from both RTJ
Resort Collection hotels.

The letter ““ X" is often used to represent an
unknown number. I'd rather deal with the known.
The Robert Trent Jones Golf Trail is 172,398 walking
or riding yards long. The shortest distance between
any two sites is 2 miles, from Oxmoor Valley to
Ross Bridge, and the longest distance between any
two sites is 384 miles, from The Lakewood Club to
The Shoals. Full circle you can hit every single Trail
site in 1,078 miles. The longest 18-hole course

is Ross Bridge, at 8,191 yards from the Tips. The
shortest 18-hole course is the Short Course at
Grand National, at 1,715 yards from the Teals. Oh,
and if you like to watch golf...the Trail has hosted
at least one professional golf tournament each of
the past 23 years.

While Alabama does not have one specific
designated nickname, it does have several it
answers to including the Yellowhammer
State—a Yellowhammer being a bird in the
bunting family. Others know Alabama as the Cotton
State and the Heart of Dixie. | know Alabama as
awesome. The state tree is the longleaf pine. The
state flower is the camellia. The state capital is
Montgomery. The state of being for those visiting
is typically one of bliss. And now you know.

All good things must come to an end, unfortunately.
| hated leaving Alabama. . .hated watching her
disappear in my rearview mirror. | was tempted to
turn around, to run back to her, even move down
there so | could forever stay with her. Who knows,
maybe | will someday. For now though, | reminisce,
and | write love letters like these. I've got a picture of
her above my desk, of my son and | standing there
with her on the first tee box of The Judge. It really
pulls at my heartstrings. | miss you Alabama. In
fact, I'm leaving this last letter open. . .unfinished.
I'm convinced there’s more to our story. This isn’t

“goodbye.” This is merely “see you later.” m
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Dogwood No. 10 at Lakewood
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TRADITIONS
MOBILE BAY

| BY TOMMY HICKS |

It happens the moment you turn off Scenic Highway 98 in Point Clear, aimed either for The Lakewood
Club or, on the other side of the street, the Grand Hotel Golf Resort & Spa — you just feel better.
There’s something almost magical that takes place and your senses register the change in an instant.
You're not just heading toward a golf course, you've turned your vehicle toward a golf destination and a
golf experience that enhances every aspect of the game, every amenity it can provide, every challenge,
every possibility. You're not just heading toward check-in at a hotel, you're driving toward history,

toward beauty, toward comfort, and relaxation the likes of which you haven't previously known. -»
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Golf's biggest enemy right now is time. People don’t have five or six hours
(to play). By the time you leave the house and go hit balls, play, have a
drink after, it's six hours. That was the idea behind the Experience. It's

your first turf experience. Previously, people who went to the practice area

would probably wonder, ‘Is this what the whole place is going to be like?’

The marriage of The Lakewood Club and the Grand Hotel Golf Resort & Spa is
perfect, just perfect. Golfers are caught up in the challenge of the two recently
renovated courses, Dogwood and Azalea, and the beauty that engulfs both;
guests at The Grand, also recently renovated, are wowed by the historic aspects
of the property, both obvious and hidden, which are wrapped in a layer of
contemporary offerings, and there are the views, all those gorgeous views, from
the greenery and flowers, to the sunrises and sunsets, to the lushness of the
property itself.

To turn onto either road is to turn off the beaten path and enter the Land of
Ahhhs. You're able to push the rest of the world aside during your time there
and just relax and enjoy all that is in front of you, all that surrounds you.

THE LAKEWOOD CLUB
The drive off Scenic Highway 98 to The Lakewood Club clubhouse is worth the
trip. A small road that winds between homes and portions of the Dogwood
Course offers an entryway that is serene and creates a sense of anticipation for
what lies ahead.

Arriving at the clubhouse, golfers are greeted warmly by attendants who
provide warm smiles along with answers to any questions that may arise.
Immediately, it is evident the two courses will provide not only a beautiful

landscape on which to play, but the challenges one would expect from such a club.

Renovations did not erase the historic nature of the facility, but instead
enhanced those qualities. Inside the clubhouse, the historic nature of the club
becomes even more evident, though it also features a pro shop, restaurant, and
bar that provides state-of-the-art amenities.

The club, part of the Robert Trent Jones Golf Trail, lives up to its hype and
reputation as one of the Southeast’s finest golf facilities.

Before you even step on the first tee of either course, it is obvious you are at
special place, a club that offers all that you will require. For most golfers, the
day’s play begins at The Grand Golf Experience, the practice facility that lives
up to its name.

The Experience features three acres of tee surface, 22,000 square feet of
greens surfaces, and a two-acre short game area. It is a practice facility that
allows you to hit every club in your bag, in every conceivable situation. It also
offers world class instruction, club fitting, and modern technology aimed at
improving your game.

And that’s not all. There’s also a 1,500 square foot range house where you can
watch golf on a 65-inch TV, have a drink at the full-service bar, have a snack, or
simply sit and relax.

Several years ago the practice facility featured only a short hitting area, and
you were not allowed to hit drivers because of the short distance available.
When the practice area was first moved to its current location, there were
challenges there as well.

“They moved the practice facility, but it was never irrigated and didn’t drain
very well. We tend to get a lot of rain here and when it did, we had to close
the range for days because a lot of balls would plug, and we’d end up losing
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thousands of balls every year. It was just the ground out there,” said Niall
Fraser, Director of Golf at The Lakewood Club and the former right-hand man for
Robert Trent Jones Sr., who designed and built the Robert Trent Jones Golf Trail
in Alabama for the Retirement Systems of Alabama.

“We put a major investment in there and built what we call The Experience.
It's that place where you can hit every shot in the bag, putt on TifEagle greens,
work at the short game area, an uneven lie area, and you can get Top 100
instruction and club fitting. And at the end, you can have a drink and watch golf
on the 65-inch TV, Wifi is available, music is going, there’s a full bar, and you
get home in time for soccer practice.

“Golf's biggest enemy right now is time. People don’t have five or six hours
(to play). By the time you leave the house and go hit balls, play, have a drink
after, it's six hours. That was the idea behind The Experience. It's your first turf
experience. Previously, people who went to the practice area would probably
wonder, ‘Is this what the whole place is going to be like?’

“The Experience was to really make this a destination. There are people who don’t
have time to play but they can practice. We do a lot of groups and night golf. Let’s
not make it too formal. You have to make the game fun.”

The Dogwood Course, renovated in 2005, recently underwent more renovations
and improvements that have created a new look and feel to the 7,104-yard,
par-72 layout. Reopened in July of 2018, the course will be the site of the
2020 U.S. Senior Women’s Amateur championship, one of 14 championship
tournaments run by the United States Golf Association.

Those changes included the installation of TifEagle greens, as well as the
movement of a few greens and other changes that not only added to the overall
improvement of the course, but were aimed at making the course more friendly
for the average golfer.

“On Dogwood we didn’t do very much. We moved around some bunkers and
placed some in front of greens, making it easier for the average golfer. We
widened the areas in front of the greens, and we only moved three greens — 14,
16, and 17. We did very little movement in that regard. Changed the fairway
grass to a new grass called Celebration. It was really aesthetic things that we
changed, trying to pay attention to detail.”

Once the renovations to Dogwood were complete, the Azalea Course was closed
so it could get a facelift, as well. It reopened on Friday, November 1, 2019, to
great anticipation and good reviews from members and guests alike. The changes
to Azalea were far more intensive than those to Dogwood.

“First of all, it's a little shorter now from all the tees,” Fraser said, “Right out of
the shoot was a 650-yard par 5. All the other tees were relative to it. We shortened
(the first hole) about 100 yards, but it's still 567 off the back tees. The effort was
made to really open up the front of the greens for the average golfer. To really do
that there was a strong effort to make it look different.

“Azalea is a big piece of property and with Bermuda grass you don't get a lot
of contrast with the grasses. So, we wanted to try and create a different look
and did it with grasses. There’s a gravel product on 10 and 11, so instead of
having pine straw in there and roots under that, we used this gravel product
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USGA TOURNAMENT
COMING TO LAKEWOOD
IN 2020

0Of the 16,000 courses across the country, only 14
will host a USGA national championship in 2020.

One of those national tournaments will be played on :
+ Course, as well as the beauty, ambiance, and

the Robert Trent Jones Golf Trail for the first time.
The Lakewood Club’s Dogwood Course will play

host to the 59th annual U.S. Senior Women'’s Amateur -

Championship September 12-17, 2020. It will be
just the eighth USGA event ever played in the state
of Alabama, the most recent being the 2018 U.S.
Women’s Open at Shoal Creek in Birmingham.

“There has never been a USGA event on the Robert
Trent Jones Golf Trail,” said Niall Fraser, Lakewood’s
+or better. Golfers will earn their place in the field via

Director of Golf. “We have hosted the PGA TOUR,

+ LPGA, and others, but never USGA events.” Fraser
+explained such tournaments are usually hosted at
+ private clubs such as Pebble Beach or Pinehurst.

+and The Lakewood Club is a perfect fit based on the

+available at the Grand Hotel, the beauty of the area
+and the history, makes it a great location for the
+ U.S. Senior Women’s Amateur. ;

“The marriage of the U.S. Senior Women’s Amateur

competitive challenge presented by the Dogwood

amenities available at the Grand Hotel,” said Fraser.
He noted that the spa, nearby shops, the proximity :
to Fairhope and its quaintness, the restaurants

The tournament will feature a field of 132 players,
50 years old or older, with a handicap index of 14.4

Dogwood No. 10 at Lakewood

+ qualifying tournaments held across the country or
+ via an exemption category.

The first two rounds of the tournament will
feature stroke play. After the stroke play aspect
of the tournament has been completed, the low
64 players will advance to match play. There will

+ be six rounds of match play that will end with

the crowning of the U.S. Senior Women’s Amateur
champion for 2020.
“We are very excited to bring the 59th U.S. Senior

 Women'’s Amateur to The Lakewood Club,” said John

Bodenhamer, USGA Senior Managing Director of

+ Championships, in announcing the club’s selection.
+ “We are confident that its Dogwood Course will

+ provide the ultimate test for competitors as well

+ as a championship experience outside the ropes.”
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which gives a very neat and tight lie, and you can always get out. It’s very clean
and consistent and has a good look to it. We used a fairway grass and, on the
tee, called Latitude, a new Bermuda grass that's come out. It’s a different
shade of green, more of a lime green. What that does is it gives us a little
contrast like what the northern courses have. You can tell where the fairway

is and where the different areas are, the color of the rough and the greens are
different. We used five different grasses to create that look. It appeals to the eye
and makes it look different.”

Other changes include a revamping of the course’s former signature hole,
No. 14, which originally featured an island green. The hole still plays to a strong
degree of difficulty, but the island green has been eliminated, a move made to
aid the average golfer. Between hole No. 9 and hole No. 10, which sits in a low
area that featured a lot of empty space, now sits a three-acre pond.

“It takes away from all that green — | think it was 230 yards wide and it was
just all green,” Fraser said. “Now it's 90-100 yards worth of water and 100
yards worth of green.”

Other changes included the moving of 12 of the course’s 18 greens, again
to make the course more appealing and playable for the average golfer.

“We kept the same green surfaces but took a little of the pitch out of them,”
Fraser said. “They are TifEagle greens, so you can't have a lot of pitch because
they are so fast the ball would just go right off the green. We centered them
more to get more sun and we took out some trees. They are smaller, but they
have very little movement in them. We did some different things with that.

discovering the wonder and enchantment it offers. Even those who have been
with the hotel for years enjoy its qualities day after day, year after year.

“| started working here in the spring of 1986, and that particular year the
azaleas were still blooming, and we had wonderfully cool mornings and warm
days later,” Susan Stein, the hotel’s historian, said. “I thought | had died and
gone to heaven when | came to work at the hotel. | thought, this is ideal, it's just
such a beautiful place to work. There’s such a wonderful ambiance here at the
hotel between the building, the grounds and the people | work with. I've been
here for 33 years, and we have over 40 staff members who have been here at
least 25 years.

“It's almost like coming home every day. It just feels good to walk on the property.
And we have repeat guests who come back all the time. We have members of
Lakewood and the hotel is part of their lifestyle. It's welcoming and warm, and
it's gratifying because people appreciate what'’s here.”

Certainly, the changes are worth noting. The hotel is more than 170 years
old, and while its history is as much a fabric of the hotel as the actual structure,
there are contemporary aspects to the hotel, as well. The two combine to provide
guests a relaxing stay, marked by an ever-present feeling of comfort, almost like
being at home.

It recently joined the Autograph Collection of hotels, denoting the uniqueness
and special qualities that make it the Queen of Southern Resorts.

“The Grand is 170 years in the making,” said Kevin Hellmich, Director of
Sales and Marketing. “You can't build a hotel like the Grand today. Our guests,

It's almost like coming home every day. It just feels good to walk on the
property. And we have repeat guests who come back all the time. We have
members of Lakewood and the hotel is part of their lifestyle. It's welcoming

and warm, and it’'s gratifying because people appreciate what's here.

We had two par 3s with two greens, and that was just a novelty. We chose
to go back to one green and made them a little bigger. Again, it is a totally
different look. And we had big bunkers, so we made bunkers smaller. We
opened up the front so the average golfer can run it up to the green.”

All the work on both courses, Fraser said, are based not only on creating
excellent golf courses, but making those courses a challenge — and more fun

— regardless of one’s skill set.

“We encourage players to move up (on the tee box),” he said. “We have five sets
of tees on either course. It really affects the women and the seniors, so let them go
out and have fun. They are great golf courses, and they are both fantastic.”

The Lakewood Club has long had a presence as one of the finest golf facilities
along the Gulf Coast and the Southeast in general. The recent renovations have
only enhanced that standing, and Fraser said the leadership of Dr. Bronner and
the RSA has allowed the improvements to be made.

THE GRAND HOTEL
Historic Hotel of the year in 2019, the Grand Hotel was built in 1847 and has
long been one of the country’s most iconic hotels. Its reputation for Southern
hospitality, its history, its ambiance, it's beauty, and its accommodations are
legend. And following a 16-month renovation, all those factors and more have
only been enhanced.

The Grand Hotel is a family-friendly facility that has been an important
gathering place for generations in some families, as well as for new guests just

generational guests, and new guests that are here for the first time, truly
appreciate the history, the old photographs, the firing of the cannon. They love
seeing the chef’s garden, just everything else that the Grand offers, from the
spa to the golf to the pool cabanas to new restaurants to the amazing sunsets
along Mobile Bay. We tried to tie in as many things as possible throughout the
renovation, but we also wanted to pull through the history in many different
areas. That way, a generational guest can continue to experience the history and
new guests can learn about the history of the Grand and how special a place

it tr