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ABOUT TSUSA 

Global Partner Programming 
 

The TSUSA GPP provides a foundational base from which state tourism offices 

have shared in- country representation with international export marketing and 

sales activities. Managed by Travel South USA, the official regional destination 

marketing organization for the 12 state tourism offices, these collaborative 

efforts create leveraged actions, increase reach of travel trade and journalists, 

and coordinated consumer campaigns which deliver visitors to the South. 

 

Prior to the pandemic, the Travel South USA region welcomed over 10.2 million 

international visitors, generating $10.3 billion in visitor spending, with approximately 90% 

of arrivals coming from 15 key international markets. Today, as long-haul travel 

continues to recover and evolve, the South is particularly well positioned to capture new 

demand thanks to its year-round appeal, diverse landscapes, rich cultural heritage, 

culinary traditions, and music-driven storytelling—elements that resonate strongly with 

experience-driven travelers.  

 

Italy represents a high-potential, high-spending market and remains one of the 

most important long-haul source markets for the United States. Long-haul travel 

accounts for 13% of outbound trips and continues to grow, supported by a clear shift 

toward year-round travel and off-season departures aimed at avoiding peak summer 

crowds. 

 

In 2024, 1.12 million Italians traveled to the United States (+15% versus 2023), 

generating €3.18 billion in total spending. U.S. bookings have remained resilient despite 

global uncertainty, with early 2025 showing stable performance, with an increasing 

interest in destinations offering immersive experiences, national parks, culture, heritage, 

and slower-paced itineraries—key strengths of the Southern USA. 

  

 

The Italian travel trade landscape is highly fragmented, and relationship driven. It 

includes approximately 778 active tour operators, ranging from small tailor-made 

specialists to large integrated groups, alongside around 5,650 physical travel 

agencies, many of which belong to consortia such as Welcome Travel, Gattinoni, 

Bluvacanze, and UVET. Travel agents continue to play a central role in medium- and 

long-haul bookings, particularly for complex and customized itineraries.  

 

The Southern United States remains a highly attractive product for Italian tour operators 

targeting affluent and culturally curious travelers. Its milder climate compared to northern 

U.S. cities makes it especially appealing for spring, fall, and winter travel, aligning 

perfectly with current Italian travel trends. To fully leverage this opportunity, ongoing 

visibility, agent training, and coordinated storytelling are essential. Through strategic 

partnerships, digital tools, and consistent market engagement, Travel South USA 

continues to strengthen its positioning in Italy, building on established trust and growing 

operator-led investment in Southern USA products. 
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I. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

▪ TSUSA International Showcase 2025. Kansas City, Missouri. December 1-4, 2025: post-activity 
report finalized and sent to HO.  
 

▪ America World Co-Marketing 2025/26: finalized, shared post -activity report with HO.  
 

▪ Going Tour Operator Co-Marketing 2025/26: ongoing, defining dates for webinar and event  
 

▪ Idee Per Viaggiare Co-Marketing 2025/26: ongoing, first layouts published; 2 new itineraries! 
 

▪ Visit USA: Confirmed the membership renewal for Travel South for 2026. ROTS won’t renew. Already 
defined dates and co-partner for two webinars included in the membership. In contact for the shipment of 
guides for BIT trade show in Milan. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DRIVE LINK: 
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1CuljhXau6gnAHwfGjuOWpCsGVZIveJTQ/edit?gid=1332887015#gid=13328
87015  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Q1 Total Q2 Total 

 

Jan 

 
 
 
 

 
 

9 partners 
AL/KY/LA/MS/MO/NC/SC/TN/

ROTS 

Italy 

Travel Trade   
 

Trade Meetings/Trainings 46 37 10 

Number of Agents Trained 77 90 0 

 

Media Meetings 4 13 9 

Total number of articles published 73 97 46 

Impressions 2,032,678 2,699,367 1,247,769 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1CuljhXau6gnAHwfGjuOWpCsGVZIveJTQ/edit?gid=1332887015#gid=1332887015
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1CuljhXau6gnAHwfGjuOWpCsGVZIveJTQ/edit?gid=1332887015#gid=1332887015
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II. Travel Trade 
Trade Contacts (phone calls, emails, personal meetings)  

Contacts Activity/Activation 
Follow-up/ 
Next step 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VISIT USA ITALY 

January status:  
 

• 2025 ROTS MEMBERSHIP: 
Approved and distributed on January 16th. 

 
   • 2026 TSUSA MEMBERSHIP:  

Confirmed the membership renewal for Travel South USA for 2026 (The total 
amount is 750 EUROS). Payment by Hopscotch and included in the February 
expenses invoice. ROTS won’t reconfirm affiliation for 2026. 

    

   Set dates for 2 webinars: 
1. April 30th with Reimatours  
2. October 22nd with Volonline  

        States involved and titles to be communicated later 

• BIT fair, 8th – 10th February:  
- received request for a 30 mins TS video to be showcased during trade show 
on Visit Usa booth 
- in contact for the shipment of some TS guides + gadgets to be distributed 
during the trade show, on Visit Usa booth 

 
Lia Maiorca, Secretarial services - infodesk@visitusaita.org  
Mia Hezi, President - MHezi@aviareps.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             

 

 

 

           In touch 

 

 

 

 

 

KONRAD TRAVEL 

 

 

 

 

•Travel South International Showcase 2025, Kansas City: received feedback 
about the trade show and the fam/city tour chosen and included them in the post 
activity report. 
 
 
Ilaria Vergani, Product Manager - ilaria@konradtravel.it  
Gianluca Sposito, Product Manager - gianluca@konradtravel.it 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In touch 

 

     

 

 

mailto:infodesk@visitusaita.org
mailto:MHezi@aviareps.com
mailto:ilaria@konradtravel.it
mailto:gianluca@konradtravel.it
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GOING 

 

 

 

 

• Co-Marketing FY 2025/2026 ongoing:  

Dates: September – March 2026 | 5,000 €  

ONLINE ACTIVITIES: 

- 2 newsletters, October 2025 and January 2026 

- 1 webinar, Feb 19th 2026 

- travel agencies flyers & exposure agencies stores  

- 4 new itineraries focus CINEMA: 

1. North Carolina+ South Carolina (Outdoor/Family) 

2. Missouri + Kentucky+ Tennessee (Route 66 + Traditions + Spirits) 

3. Rhythms of the South (Music) 

4. Alabama + Louisiana + Mississippi  

5. OFFLINE ACTIVITIES 

- 2 thematic training events, one on Nov 27th, the second in February 2026 

   

January status: 

Chased the TO to schedule the second event and asked them if they confirm the 

date of February 19th for the webinar. 

 

Ivana Di Stasio, Product Manager - ivana.distasio@going.it  

Silvia Mussa, Trade Marketing & Partnership Manager - silvia.mussa@bluvacanze.it   

Giulia Ruggiero, Going Marketing Specialist -  giulia.ruggiero@bluvacanze.it  

 

 

 

 

 

 
In touch 

 

 

 

 

VANESSA VIAGGI 

 

 

 

 

 

• Travel South International Showcase 2025, Kansas City: received feedback 

about the trade show and the fam/city tour chosen and included them in the post 

activity report. 

  Stefano Gnerucci, Product Manager – stefano@vanessaviaggi.it  

 

 

 

 

 

In touch 

 
 

 

 

 

AMERICA WORLD 

 

 

 

 
• Co-Marketing FY 2025/26 FINALIZED:  

Dates: October – December | Budget: 6,000 USD 

ONLINE ACTIVITIES 

- 1 fb promoted post  

- 1 ig promoted post  

- 1 editorial newsletter (trade and consumer) with editorial contents and news 

on South Usa  

- 3 newsletters (trade and consumer) promoting itineraries in the south usa  

- 2 NEW itineraries: “Bluegrass & Bourbon Trail” and “Missouri Iconic Sites & 

Local Bites”. 

OFFLINE ACTIVITIES 

- 1 “a casa del quality group” event  
 

 

 

 

 

 

In touch.  

mailto:ivana.distasio@going.it
mailto:silvia.mussa@bluvacanze.it
mailto:giulia.ruggiero@bluvacanze.it
mailto:stefano@vanessaviaggi.it
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January status: 

Activity finalized. Final report sent.  
 

•Travel South International Showcase 2025, Kansas City: received feedback 

about the trade show and the fam/city tour chosen and included them in the post 

activity report. 
 

   

Damien Tamburo, Product Manager - damien.tamburo@americaworld.it  

Marco Peci, Commercial and Marketing Director - marco.peci@qualitygroup.it  

Ilaria Pasero, Group Dept. - ilaria.pasero@americaworld.it 
Manuela Raineri, Marketing and Communication - manuela.raineri@qualitygroup.it 

 

 

 

 

TRAVEL ISLAND 

 

 

 

 

• Travel South International Showcase 2025, Kansas City: received 

feedback about the trade show and the fam/city tour chosen and included 

them in the post activity report. 
 

  Evelin Ratti, Product Manager & Travel Consultant, evelin.ratti@travelisland.it 

 

 

 

 

 

In touch 

 

 

 

 

VOLONLINE TOUR 
OPERATOR 

 

 

 
 

•Travel South International Showcase 2025, Kansas City: received feedback 
about the trade show and the fam/city tour chosen and included them in the post 
activity report. 
 
• Visit Usa 2026: scheduled date for a joint webinar on Visit Usa platform, as part 
of 2026 agreement, on October 22nd. The title and topics will be defined later. 
Alessandra Pisoni, Product Manager, will lead the webinar. 

 
Marta Tampieri, Marketing Manager - marta.t@volonline.it   

Alessandra Pisoni, Product Manager - Alessandra.p@volonline.it 

Gianni Galli, Product Manager - gianni.g@volonline.it 

 

 

 

 

 

In touch 

 

 

 

 

NAAR TOUR 
OPERATOR 

 

 
 
 

 

•Travel South International Showcase 2025, Kansas City: received feedback 

about the trade show and the fam/city tour chosen and included them in the post 

activity report. 

 
Erica Melegari, Product Manager, erica.melegari@naar.com 

 

 

 

 

 

In touch 

 

 

 

REIMATOURS 

 

 

 

 

•Travel South International Showcase 2025, Kansas City: received feedback 

about the trade show and the fam/city tour chosen and included them in the post 

activity report. 
 

• Visit Usa 2026: scheduled date for a joint webinar on Visit Usa platform, as part 
of 2026 agreement, on April 30. The title and topics will be defined later. Luca 
Cesaretti, Product Manager, will lead the webinar. 

 

 

 

 

 

In touch 

mailto:damien.tamburo@americaworld.it
mailto:marco.peci@qualitygroup.it
mailto:ilaria.pasero@americaworld.it
mailto:manuela.raineri@qualitygroup.it
mailto:evelin.ratti@travelisland.it
mailto:marta.t@volonline.it
mailto:Alessandra.p@volonline.it
mailto:gianni.g@volonline.it
mailto:erica.melegari@naar.com
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Master Calendar: https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/14dbnPZAuyLzWaerigvfw5IiFg-

WduAoV/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=103828313671859789867&rtpof=true&sd=true 

Luca Cesaretti, Product Manager, luca@reimatours.it 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IDEE PER 
VIAGGIARE 

 

 

 
 

 
• Co-Marketing FY 2025/26 ongoing:  

-6 content marketing 

- 2IG Post 

- 1 Linkedin Post 

-2 Carousel 

-2 stories takeover 

- 1FB Post 

- 6 DEM 

- Three New itineraries 

 

   January status: 

First social media post published on Instagram on January 27th and second 

post published on Linkedin on January 29th  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      Six itineraries part of the campaign: 

1) https://www.ideeperviaggiare.it/viaggi/idee-on-tour/stati-uniti/elenco-
tour/coste-e-montagne-del-sud---self-drive-13-giorni--12-notti/2316  

2) https://www.ideeperviaggiare.it/viaggi/idee-on-tour/stati-uniti/elenco-
tour/da-charlotte-a-savannah-lungo-la-costa----self-drive-10-giorni--09-
notti/2317  

3) https://www.ideeperviaggiare.it/viaggi/idee-on-tour/stati-uniti/elenco-
tour/alla-scoperta-della-louisiana---self-drive-di-8-giorni7-notti/3554  

4) https://www.ideeperviaggiare.it/viaggi/idee-on-tour/stati-uniti/elenco-
tour/seguendo-il-mississippi---self-drive---13-giorni---12-notti-/2329  

Among them, 2 NEW ONES:  

5) https://www.ideeperviaggiare.it/viaggi/idee-on-tour/stati-uniti/elenco-
tour/bourbon-e-musica-bluegrass-nel-paese-dei-cavalli---self-drive---13-
giorni12-notti-/3831  

6) https://www.ideeperviaggiare.it/viaggi/idee-on-tour/stati-uniti/elenco-
tour/civil-rights-history-tour---self-drive---13-giorni12-notti-/3829  

Dionisio Spinelli, Head Of Digital, dionisio.spinelli@ideeperviaggiare.it 

Liberato Esposito, Product Manager, liberato.esposito@ideeperviaggiare.it  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In touch 

 
ROLL UP 

PRODUCTION  
AND GUIDES  

 
• New Roll-ups: received quotation from the supplier to produce two new roll-

ups and shared with Head Office.  
 

• New guides: asked Head Office to send us 500 new guides. 

 

In touch.  

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/14dbnPZAuyLzWaerigvfw5IiFg-WduAoV/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=103828313671859789867&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/14dbnPZAuyLzWaerigvfw5IiFg-WduAoV/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=103828313671859789867&rtpof=true&sd=true
mailto:luca@reimatours.it
https://www.ideeperviaggiare.it/viaggi/idee-on-tour/stati-uniti/elenco-tour/coste-e-montagne-del-sud---self-drive-13-giorni--12-notti/2316
https://www.ideeperviaggiare.it/viaggi/idee-on-tour/stati-uniti/elenco-tour/coste-e-montagne-del-sud---self-drive-13-giorni--12-notti/2316
https://www.ideeperviaggiare.it/viaggi/idee-on-tour/stati-uniti/elenco-tour/da-charlotte-a-savannah-lungo-la-costa----self-drive-10-giorni--09-notti/2317
https://www.ideeperviaggiare.it/viaggi/idee-on-tour/stati-uniti/elenco-tour/da-charlotte-a-savannah-lungo-la-costa----self-drive-10-giorni--09-notti/2317
https://www.ideeperviaggiare.it/viaggi/idee-on-tour/stati-uniti/elenco-tour/da-charlotte-a-savannah-lungo-la-costa----self-drive-10-giorni--09-notti/2317
https://www.ideeperviaggiare.it/viaggi/idee-on-tour/stati-uniti/elenco-tour/alla-scoperta-della-louisiana---self-drive-di-8-giorni7-notti/3554
https://www.ideeperviaggiare.it/viaggi/idee-on-tour/stati-uniti/elenco-tour/alla-scoperta-della-louisiana---self-drive-di-8-giorni7-notti/3554
https://www.ideeperviaggiare.it/viaggi/idee-on-tour/stati-uniti/elenco-tour/seguendo-il-mississippi---self-drive---13-giorni---12-notti-/2329
https://www.ideeperviaggiare.it/viaggi/idee-on-tour/stati-uniti/elenco-tour/seguendo-il-mississippi---self-drive---13-giorni---12-notti-/2329
https://www.ideeperviaggiare.it/viaggi/idee-on-tour/stati-uniti/elenco-tour/bourbon-e-musica-bluegrass-nel-paese-dei-cavalli---self-drive---13-giorni12-notti-/3831
https://www.ideeperviaggiare.it/viaggi/idee-on-tour/stati-uniti/elenco-tour/bourbon-e-musica-bluegrass-nel-paese-dei-cavalli---self-drive---13-giorni12-notti-/3831
https://www.ideeperviaggiare.it/viaggi/idee-on-tour/stati-uniti/elenco-tour/bourbon-e-musica-bluegrass-nel-paese-dei-cavalli---self-drive---13-giorni12-notti-/3831
https://www.ideeperviaggiare.it/viaggi/idee-on-tour/stati-uniti/elenco-tour/civil-rights-history-tour---self-drive---13-giorni12-notti-/3829
https://www.ideeperviaggiare.it/viaggi/idee-on-tour/stati-uniti/elenco-tour/civil-rights-history-tour---self-drive---13-giorni12-notti-/3829
mailto:dionisio.spinelli@ideeperviaggiare.it
mailto:liberato.esposito@ideeperviaggiare.it
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III. Communication & PR 
 
• Global Media Marketplace & FAM 
April 22nd - April 30th, 2026, in Mobile, Alabama 
Journalist invited:  

1. Serena Roberti – Harper’s Bazaar / Marie Claire  
2. Elena Barassi– GQ.it - confirmed 
3. Cristina Giuliano – Askanews - confirmed 
4. Ilaria Santi – siviaggia.it - confirmed 
5. Silvia Ugolotti – media TBD 

• Global Media Marketplace & FAM 
March 31st - April 3, 2025, in Louisville, Kentucky  
Journalists confirmed: 

1.Ilaria Santi, SiViaggia.it 
2.Elena Barassi, Il Giornale 
3.Sofia Bordandini, Traveller 
4.Laura Sommariva, Touring & Donna Moderna 
 
ARTICLES PUBLISHED: 
 
1. Ilaria Santi: “Why visit Atlanta now (before everyone else does)” 

Link: Atlanta, Georgia, è il momento di andarci (prima che ci vadano tutti) 
2. Elena Barassi: “Virginia: The Elegant Cradle of American History” 

Link: https://blog.ilgiornale.it/viaggiopervoi/2025/04/24/virginia-lelegante-culla-della-storia-americana/  
3. Ilaria Santi: “6 reasons (+1) why Savannah is the American city you absolutely must visit” Link: 

https://siviaggia.it/idee-di-viaggio/savannah-georgia/548695/   
4. Ilaria Santi: “The hotel that inspired Francis Scott Fitzgerald to write The Great Gatsby” Link: 

https://siviaggia.it/posti-incredibili/hotel-grande-gatsby/551099/  
5. Sofia Bordandini: Another South. Cassius Clay, The Great Gatsby, and bourbon were all born in the 

creative cradle of Kentucky. Are these clues enough?” Condé Nast Traveller Autumn Issue 
a. Link: https://drive.google.com/file/d/17mRu4inK3Rrk677_33_Es9NHkJtK7xEr/view?usp=sharing  

6. Sofia Bordandini: New destinations, Boa tour. Hospitable, scenic, guardian of a forgotten African 
American history, South Carolina tells its story on the water. 
a. Link: https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UjiFUlNE_tbt--kVT6rjIjYLl8rRvkX-/view?usp=sharing  

 

• Social Media Management 
A comprehensive social media strategy was developed for the Travel South USA Facebook page 
for the month of February, with the goal of ensuring cohesive storytelling and balanced visibility 
across all member states. The following activities were carried out: 
 

• Strategic inclusion of all Southern states within the content plan 
• Promotion of diverse themes to maintain variety while ensuring coherence across posts 
• Drafting of original and engaging copy tailored to each destination and topic 
• Careful selection of images to visually support and enhance the narrative of each post 

 
Social Media Plan available here.  
 
 
 
 

https://siviaggia.it/idee-di-viaggio/tour-atlanta-capitale-georgia-usa/188306/
https://blog.ilgiornale.it/viaggiopervoi/2025/04/24/virginia-lelegante-culla-della-storia-americana/
https://siviaggia.it/idee-di-viaggio/savannah-georgia/548695/
https://siviaggia.it/posti-incredibili/hotel-grande-gatsby/551099/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17mRu4inK3Rrk677_33_Es9NHkJtK7xEr/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UjiFUlNE_tbt--kVT6rjIjYLl8rRvkX-/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1CicTI4Bw-0Jsl8iWIcOq3Mh8-4bvKAFqOuOyNCmbFd4/edit?usp=sharing
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• Press release: “On the trail of the Civil Rights Legacy: a journey through the 

southern United States exploring flavors, memories, and identity” – delivered to Travel 

Consumer, F&B and Travel Trade Media 
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Articles published on online media (and 

offline) 
 

 TRADE MEDIA DATE TITLE  STATES 
MENTIONED 

IMPRESSI
ONS 

1 Arte.sky.it January 1st, 2026 The history of 
Wright's villa 
purchased by the 
Mississippi Museum 
of Art 

Mississippi 366 

2 Menshealth.com January 5th, 2026 Last-chance tourism: 
trips to take before 
places disappear 

Louisiana 36.600 

3 Ttgitalia.com January 5th, 2026 Tailor-made travel: 
how personalized 
tourism to the United 
States will evolve in 
2026 

Louisiana, 
Tennessee 

255 

4 Radiomontecarlo.net January 6th, 2026 Route 66 turns 100: 
history, milestones, 
and legend of an 
icon on the road  
 

Missouri 2.000 

5 Smetteredilavorare.it January 6th, 2026 Route 66 celebrates 
a century of 
extraordinary 
adventures 

Missouri 254 

6 Lastampa.it January 7th, 2026 The legendary Route 
66 turns 100. A 
journey through the 
museums that 
recount its route 
from east to west. 

Missouri 47.000 

7 Ansa.it January 7th, 2026 Along the legendary 
Route 66, 100 years 
of America's Mother 
Road 

Missouri 67.200 

8 Lumsanews.it January 7th, 2026 100 years of Route 
66 the road that 
symbolizes the 
journey in search of 
freedom 

Missouri 1.040 

9 Tg24.sky.it January 7th, 2026 From Nagasaki to 
Genoa, 52 places to 
visit in 2026 
according to the New 
York Times 

Missouri 60.700 

10 Lasentinella.gelocal.it January 7th, 2026 The legendary Route 
66 turns 100. A 
journey through the 
museums that tell 
the story of the route 
from east to west. 

Missouri 683 

https://arte.sky.it/news/2025/fountainhead-villa-frank-lloyd-wright-mississippi-museum-of-art
https://arte.sky.it/news/2025/fountainhead-villa-frank-lloyd-wright-mississippi-museum-of-art
https://arte.sky.it/news/2025/fountainhead-villa-frank-lloyd-wright-mississippi-museum-of-art
https://arte.sky.it/news/2025/fountainhead-villa-frank-lloyd-wright-mississippi-museum-of-art
https://arte.sky.it/news/2025/fountainhead-villa-frank-lloyd-wright-mississippi-museum-of-art
https://www.menshealth.com/it/lifestyle/vacanze-viaggi/a69885377/turismo-last-chance/
https://www.menshealth.com/it/lifestyle/vacanze-viaggi/a69885377/turismo-last-chance/
https://www.menshealth.com/it/lifestyle/vacanze-viaggi/a69885377/turismo-last-chance/
https://www.ttgitalia.com/spotlight/viaggi-su-misura-come-evolve-il-turismo-personalizzato-verso-gli-stati-uniti-nel-2026-IC25413694
https://www.ttgitalia.com/spotlight/viaggi-su-misura-come-evolve-il-turismo-personalizzato-verso-gli-stati-uniti-nel-2026-IC25413694
https://www.ttgitalia.com/spotlight/viaggi-su-misura-come-evolve-il-turismo-personalizzato-verso-gli-stati-uniti-nel-2026-IC25413694
https://www.ttgitalia.com/spotlight/viaggi-su-misura-come-evolve-il-turismo-personalizzato-verso-gli-stati-uniti-nel-2026-IC25413694
https://www.ttgitalia.com/spotlight/viaggi-su-misura-come-evolve-il-turismo-personalizzato-verso-gli-stati-uniti-nel-2026-IC25413694
https://www.radiomontecarlo.net/la-route-66-compie-100-anni-storia-tappe-e-mito-di-unicona-on-the-road/
https://www.radiomontecarlo.net/la-route-66-compie-100-anni-storia-tappe-e-mito-di-unicona-on-the-road/
https://www.radiomontecarlo.net/la-route-66-compie-100-anni-storia-tappe-e-mito-di-unicona-on-the-road/
https://www.radiomontecarlo.net/la-route-66-compie-100-anni-storia-tappe-e-mito-di-unicona-on-the-road/
https://www.smetteredilavorare.it/2026/01/06/la-route-66-festeggia-un-secolo-di-avventure-straordinarie/#google_vignette
https://www.smetteredilavorare.it/2026/01/06/la-route-66-festeggia-un-secolo-di-avventure-straordinarie/#google_vignette
https://www.smetteredilavorare.it/2026/01/06/la-route-66-festeggia-un-secolo-di-avventure-straordinarie/#google_vignette
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 Larampa.news January 8th, 2026 A century of asphalt 
and legend: Route 66 
celebrates 100 years 

Missouri 1.990 

11 Autoblog.it January 8th, 2026 The most famous 
street in the world 
turns 100 

Missouri 1.840 

12 Moto.it January 8th, 2026 The legendary 
American road turns 
100. A century of 
history, culture, and 
freedom on two 
wheels: here's what 
to expect from the 
Mother Road in its 
most special year. 

Missouri 10.300 

13 Lastampa.it January 8th, 2026 Route 66 turns 100, a 
story of dust and 
American dreams 

Missouri 47.000 

14 Fanpage.it January 8th, 2026 What are the best 
trips to take in 2026: 
three Italian 
destinations in the 
New York Times 
ranking 

Missouri 128.000 

15 Initalia.virgilio.it January 8th, 2026 The best trips of 
2026 according to 
the NYT: 3 
destinations are in 
Italy 

Tennessee, 
Arkansas 

3.470 

16 Siviaggia.it January 9th, 2026 The locations of His 
Truth, the new Netflix 
crime series filmed in 
evocative settings 

Georgia 11.200 

17 Ad - italia.it January 11th, 

2026 

11 new museums 
opening worldwide in 
2026 

Tennessee 27.600 

18 Ilpuntoquotidiano.it January 11th, 

2026 

Route 66, the road 
that became a legend 

Missouri 3.810 

19 Torinocronaca.it January 13th, 

2026 

The 16 Michelin 
destinations not to 
be missed in 2026 

Louisiana 325.000 

20 Quotidiano.net January 13th, 

2026 

Route 66, a hundred 
years of dust and 
dreams: a journey 
along the legendary 
road, discovering its 
most beautiful stops 

Missouri 23.200 

21 Siviaggia.it January 13th, 

2026 

People We Meet on 
Vacation: Netflix 
movie locations to 
see if you love 
traveling 

Louisiana 11.200 
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22 Fanpage.it January 13th, 

2026 

What are the must-
visit gastronomic 
destinations for 
2026: the Michelin 
Guide awards three 
Italian restaurants 

Louisiana 128.000 

23 Quotidiano.net January 15th, 

2026 

The United States 
without borders: the 
great National Parks 
to visit for free in 
2026 

Tennessee, 
North 
Carolina, 
South 
Carolina, 
Arkansas, 
Kentucky, 
West Virginia 

23.200 

24 Virgilio.it January 16th, 

2026 

The centenary of the 
world's most famous 
road, Route 66 

Missouri 127.000 

25 Menshealth.com January 16th, 

2026 

Route 66 celebrates 
100 years as a 
legend: a journey 
along the Mother 
Road 

Missouri 36.600 

26 Agi.it January 16th, 

2026 

Route 66 turns 100, 
with a boom in 
bookings at historic 
motels 

Missouri 18.500 

27 Latestata.it January 18th, 

2026 

Route 66: Boom in 
bookings for historic 
motels on the 
centenary. 

 

Missouri 4.850 

28 Mariellaromano.com January 18th, 

2026 

Peak trips: viewing 
the United States 
from the highest 
point in each state 

Mississippi 23.000 

29 Nationalgeographic.it January 19th, 

2026 

10 bizarre festivals 
not to be missed in 
2026 

Tennessee, 
Louisiana 

1.420 

30 Lagenziadiviaggimag.it January 19th, 

2026 

The busiest airport in 
the world is Atlanta 

Georgia 125 

31 Travelquotidiano.com January 19th, 

2026 

Atlanta airport 
remains the busiest 
in the world, but 
Dubai is gaining 
ground 

Georgia 390 

32 Siviaggia.it January 21st, 

2026 

The top 10 busiest 
airports in the world 
reveal some 
incredible surprises 

Georgia 11.200 

33 Quotidiano.net January 23rd, 

2026 

The dream ‘Mother 
Road’. The iconic 
Route 66 turns 100 

Missouri 23.200 

34 Viaggi.corriere.it January 26th, 

2026 

The city with the best 
food in the world? 
Find out in the 
ranking of the most 

Louisiana 844 
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delicious 
destinations. 

35 Advtraining.it January 26th, 

2026 

Louisiana 2026: The 
Year of the Outdoor 

Louisiana 2.090 

36 Viaggiare.net January 26th, 

2026 

«Year 2026 of the 
outdoors» In 
Louisiana, nature is 
the protagonist 

Louisiana 202 

37 Nationalgeographic.it January 26th, 

2026 

Discovering literary 
journeys: the best 
experiences for book 
lovers 

Tennessee 1.310 

38 Stradeeautostrade.it January 27th, 

2026 

The historic Route 66 
turns 100 

Missouri 1.210 

39 Lagenziadiviaggimag.it January 27th, 

2026 

Will Trump's America 
return to being “first” 
in travel? 

Missouri 125 

40 Iodonna.it January 28th, 

2026 

When books become 
a destination: literary 
journeys are a new 
way to discover the 
world 

Tennessee 10.300 

41 Harpersbazaar.com January 30th, 

2026 

A road trip from 
Houston to New 
Orleans 

Louisiana, 
Mississippi 

19.100 

42 Viaggioff.it January 30th, 

2026 

It's the Year of the 
Outdoors in 
Louisiana: forests 
and swamps along 
the Mississippi River 

Louisiana 1.040 

43 Pegasonews.info January 30th, 

2026 

Louisiana celebrates 
2026 as the year of 
outdoors 

Louisiana 855 

44 Radiopopolare.it January 30th, 

2026 

Gip's Place, the 
garage of blues 

Alabama 1.250 

45 Radiopopolare.it January 30th, 

2026 

Elnora Spencer, the 
voice that enchants 
the South 

Alabama 1.250 

 
Coverage Book:  
https://travelsouthusa.coveragebook.com/b/98466efc7082f766 

 

https://viaggi.corriere.it/news/cards/citta-dove-si-mangia-meglio-al-mondo-classifica/
https://viaggi.corriere.it/news/cards/citta-dove-si-mangia-meglio-al-mondo-classifica/
https://www.advtraining.it/article/notizie/louisiana-2026-l-anno-dell-outdoor
https://www.advtraining.it/article/notizie/louisiana-2026-l-anno-dell-outdoor
https://www.viaggiare.net/2026/01/26/2026-year-of-outdoors-in-louisiana-la-natura-e-protagonista/
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https://www.viaggiare.net/2026/01/26/2026-year-of-outdoors-in-louisiana-la-natura-e-protagonista/
https://www.viaggiare.net/2026/01/26/2026-year-of-outdoors-in-louisiana-la-natura-e-protagonista/
https://www.nationalgeographic.it/alla-scoperta-dei-viaggi-letterari-le-migliori-esperienze-per-chi-ama-i-libri
https://www.nationalgeographic.it/alla-scoperta-dei-viaggi-letterari-le-migliori-esperienze-per-chi-ama-i-libri
https://www.nationalgeographic.it/alla-scoperta-dei-viaggi-letterari-le-migliori-esperienze-per-chi-ama-i-libri
https://www.nationalgeographic.it/alla-scoperta-dei-viaggi-letterari-le-migliori-esperienze-per-chi-ama-i-libri
https://www.stradeeautostrade.it/notizie/2026/la-storica-route-66-compie-cento-anni/
https://www.stradeeautostrade.it/notizie/2026/la-storica-route-66-compie-cento-anni/
https://www.lagenziadiviaggimag.it/lamerica-di-trump-tornera-first-nel-travel/
https://www.lagenziadiviaggimag.it/lamerica-di-trump-tornera-first-nel-travel/
https://www.lagenziadiviaggimag.it/lamerica-di-trump-tornera-first-nel-travel/
https://www.iodonna.it/attualita/eventi-e-mostre/2026/01/28/se-i-libri-diventano-una-meta-i-viaggi-letterari-sono-un-nuovo-modo-di-scoprire-il-mondo/
https://www.iodonna.it/attualita/eventi-e-mostre/2026/01/28/se-i-libri-diventano-una-meta-i-viaggi-letterari-sono-un-nuovo-modo-di-scoprire-il-mondo/
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https://www.iodonna.it/attualita/eventi-e-mostre/2026/01/28/se-i-libri-diventano-una-meta-i-viaggi-letterari-sono-un-nuovo-modo-di-scoprire-il-mondo/
https://www.iodonna.it/attualita/eventi-e-mostre/2026/01/28/se-i-libri-diventano-una-meta-i-viaggi-letterari-sono-un-nuovo-modo-di-scoprire-il-mondo/
https://www.harpersbazaar.com/it/lifestyle/viaggi/a70182616/viaggio-on-the-road-america-texas/
https://www.harpersbazaar.com/it/lifestyle/viaggi/a70182616/viaggio-on-the-road-america-texas/
https://www.harpersbazaar.com/it/lifestyle/viaggi/a70182616/viaggio-on-the-road-america-texas/
https://www.viaggioff.it/in-louisiana-e-lanno-delloutdoor-tra-foreste-e-paludi-lungo-il-mississippi/
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https://www.viaggioff.it/in-louisiana-e-lanno-delloutdoor-tra-foreste-e-paludi-lungo-il-mississippi/
https://www.viaggioff.it/in-louisiana-e-lanno-delloutdoor-tra-foreste-e-paludi-lungo-il-mississippi/
https://www.pegasonews.info/joomla/index.php/turismo-benessere/108599-louisiana-celebra-il-2026-come-anno-dell-outdoor
https://www.pegasonews.info/joomla/index.php/turismo-benessere/108599-louisiana-celebra-il-2026-come-anno-dell-outdoor
https://www.pegasonews.info/joomla/index.php/turismo-benessere/108599-louisiana-celebra-il-2026-come-anno-dell-outdoor
https://www.radiopopolare.it/gips-place-alabama-il-garage-del-blues
https://www.radiopopolare.it/gips-place-alabama-il-garage-del-blues
https://www.radiopopolare.it/elnora-spencer-la-voce-che-incanta-il-profondo-sud
https://www.radiopopolare.it/elnora-spencer-la-voce-che-incanta-il-profondo-sud
https://www.radiopopolare.it/elnora-spencer-la-voce-che-incanta-il-profondo-sud
https://travelsouthusa.coveragebook.com/b/98466efc7082f766
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IV. Newsletters 

Trade Newsletter to tour operators and travel agent professionals 

 

 

Status Topic 
Numbers 
delivered 

Open rate 
Click-thru 

rate 

 

 

Travel South USA 
Newsletter Series 
#5 

 

 

 
January monthly newsletter: 
sent on January 15th, 2026 

Topic: Hit the Road: What’s New & Noteworthy 
in the South for 2026 

  States featured:  

• NORTH CAROLINA: NEW EXPERIENCES TO 
DISCOVER 

• ROTS: BIG NEWS AND NEW EVENTS 

• MISSISSIPPI: CULINARY EXCELLENCE, CULTURE, 
AND NEW ITINERARIES 

 

 

10.342 TOTAL  18,91% 2,58% 
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V. Market Update 
 

Kel 12 in the US, single-date tours debut 
In 2026, the tour operator Kel 12 is debuting with the USA product with five unique, one-off tours 
designed for experienced travellers. These trips focus on culture, history, and native heritage, 
moving away from typical tourist paths to celebrate America's 250th anniversary. One 
highlight is the "Lands of the Ancestors" tour, which takes place during the Gathering of Nations, the 
largest Native American pow-wow in North America. Another itinerary, "Canyon Spirit," features a 
journey through iconic parks using the Rocky Mountaineer panoramic train. On the East Coast, the 
"Sails of America" tour focuses on maritime history in Boston and Newport during major sailing 
events. These tours are limited to small groups of maximum 16 people to ensure an authentic and 
high-quality experience. The project aims to offer a "slow" and educational way to discover the United 
States through anthropology and local traditions. 
 
Organized tourism: customers’ trust in travel agencies is back 
Organized tourism is experiencing a significant resurgence as travelers increasingly prioritize the 
reliability of professional agencies over the risks of self-organized trips. This shift is primarily 
driven by global geopolitical instability, which has elevated the demand for professional 
assistance, legal protection, and security guarantees. Modern consumers are moving away from 
DIY solutions in favor of high-quality, tailor-made experiences curated by industry experts. Data 
confirms that the sector is in a strong growth phase, proving that the human element and 
guaranteed safety have become the primary competitive standards for the industry in 2026.  
 
All the long weekends in 2026: the holiday  
In 2026, Italy’s public holidays will create at least nine long-weekend opportunities, allowing 
breaks from three up to ten days. After the New Year and Epiphany holidays, attention turns to 
Easter (April 5–6), offering a three-day break. May 1st falls on a Friday, creating another three-day 
weekend, while Republic Day on June 2nd (Tuesday) allows for a four-day break. Some cities, 
including Rome, also benefit from the June 29th patron saint’s day (Monday), adding another long 
weekend. Ferragosto offers limited opportunities as it falls on a Saturday, but December 8th 
(Tuesday) enables a four-day winter getaway. The highlight of the year is Christmas: by combining 
December 25th–26th (Friday–Saturday) with just four days off, Italians can enjoy up to ten 
consecutive vacation days. 
 
Travel prices, Aidit: a brake for 42% of travel agencies 
According to estimates by Confturismo Confcommercio, 5.3 million travelers are on the move 
during the Epiphany holidays, including one million traveling abroad. Compared to Christmas, the 
average length of stay is longer, with three to four overnight stays.  According to data from the Aidit 
Observatory of Federturismo Confindustria, couples, families, and small groups represent the 
main target segments for travel agencies. 
Looking ahead to the new year, Aidit reports that for 2026 price will remain the key factor: 42% of 
the market perceives rising costs as the main barrier to purchase, followed by economic uncertainty 
and a reduction in household budgets. 54.8% of agencies expect a stable trend, while 25.8% foresee 
growth and 19.4% fear a decline in bookings. The most sought-after destinations for next year are 
Asia, the Middle East, and the Mediterranean, followed by the Americas and Africa, while Italy and 
Northern Europe record lower preferences. Among the most in-demand experiences are organized 
tours and cruises. Another important trend is the growth of advance bookings: more than half of 
customers (50.5%) will book in advance, while 9.7% will continue to favor last-minute travel. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.ttgitalia.com/tour-operator/kel-12-negli-usa-debuttano-i-tour-a-data-unica-EG25450631
https://www.ttgitalia.com/tour-operator/turismo-organizzato-torna-la-fiducia-dei-clienti-nelle-agenzie-di-viaggi-GG25541887
https://www.lagenziadiviaggimag.it/tutti-i-ponti-del-2026-il-calendario-delle-vacanze/
https://www.lagenziadiviaggimag.it/caro-viaggi-aidit-sara-un-freno-per-il-42-delle-adv/

